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WILLIAM FLETCHER HARDING- 


Wm. F. Harding, assistant editor in the Bureau of Entomology, died at 
his home in Washington on February 29, 1924. During January and February he 
had been obliged to remain at home much of the time owing to a bad cold and 
other complications, followed, during the last few days of February, by 
pneumonia, which resulted in his death. 

Mr. Harding had been in the Bureau of Entomology since August 16, 1922, 
the date of his transfer from the Division of Publications, where, however, 
he had been continuously employed for nearly twenty years, his work covering 
a wide range of important editorial duties. 

Receiving his early education in the public schools of Indianapolis, Ind., 
he was graduated from Indiana University with the degree of A. B., and later 
spent a year in graduate study as Junior Fellow in Economics at the University 
of Chicago, receiving the degree of Ph. M. 

Before coming to the Department of Agriculture Mr. Harding had five 
years' experience as a practical printer, proof reader, and copy editor 

“during intervals between his terms of school and college. He had also been 
a teacher of history and civics in Vincennes Univ beret ‘Vincennes, PCy yard 
in high schools in Indianapolis and Lafayette, Ind., and Ogden, Utah. with 
his brother, Samuel B. Harding, he was co-author of "The. Story: of England,” 
a textbook for children in the graded schools. 

Mr. Harding's broad culture and his long experience in“editorial work 
made him extremely valuable to the Department and Bureau, His quiet and 
unassuming manner, sincere friendliness, and patience, thoroughness, and 
industry made him many friends and were an inspiration to his associates.--R.P.C. 
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FRUIT INSECT INVESTIGATIONS — 
A. L. Quaintance, Entomologist in Charge 


*J L. King, | ‘who has been engaged ina search for parasites of the 
Japanese beetle in Japan, China, and Korea, has now been transferred to the 
Riverton, N. J., laboratory where he will be associated with Mr. L. B. Smith 
and will pay particular attention to the parasite. phase of the Li hae beetle 
project. p . a 

C. P. Clausen, who has been’ in charge of the Japariess geaETe. peavacecaee 
work in the Orient, has been in Washington for a temporary period and will 
sail from San Francisco March 4, for Kobe, Japan, to resume his ane id operations 
in connection with parasites of the Japanese beetle. 
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Fred E, Brooxs, of the Freneh Creek, ii, Va., stetion, discussed insect 
pests before a meeting of the Wild ifs Leagne of Vest Virginia held at 
Clarksburg, iW. Va., on the night of February 13. 

The French Creek, W. Va., station desires for rearing purposes twigs 
severed by the hickory twig-girdier, Qncideres ae from as many 


localities as possidle. Observations indicate that in l 
Virginia larvae may be looked for in twigs severed in 19: 
Materiai from any locality will be greatly anpreciated, 


Localities north o£ West 
Pc, as Well as in 1923. 





CEREAL AND FORAGE INSECT INVESTIGATIONS 
G. A, Dean, Entomolosist in Charge 


On February 22, 192:, the degree of Doctor of Philosophy was conferred 
by George Washington University on Fhilip Luginoili, Entomologist in charge 

& & t & 
of the Columbia, S. C., laboratory. 


Prof. George A. Dean, on February 5 and 6, visited the Carlisle, Pa., 
laboratory of Cereal and Forage Insect Investigations, and the Burean of Plant 
Industry, Pennsylvania Devartment of Agricultvre. On February 15 he was in 
New York attending the annual meeting of the Crop Protection Institute, at 
which he gave an address on the development of the poisoned bran bait, together 


with & summary of the grasshovper campaigns in the United States and Canada, 


& shipment recently has been received at the Salt Lake City laboratory 
of Eurobean parasites of the alfalfa weevil for introduction into the infested 
area in this country. ‘These were sent by Dr. W. R. Thompson, in charge of the 
Buropean Corn Borer Parasite haboratory in France, } 





TRUCK-CROP INSECT INVESTIGATIONS 
J. BE. Graf, Entomologist Acting in Charge 


N. #. Howard, Entomologist in charge of the Birmingham, Ala., laboratory, 
visited Ohio during the early part of February and attended the Farmers! Week 
held by the Ohio State University at Columbus. He presented a paper on the 
Mexican bean beetle and discussed the proposed vvork in that State. 


W. A. Thomas, Junior sntomologist, in charge of the Chadbourn, NN. C., 
laboratory, has investigated the occurrence of the (seeacceus maggot on votatoes 
in Pamlico County, Ns c, During the past few years this insect hag developed 
into & serious pest of seed potatoes. 


R, E, Campbeli, Entomologist in charge of the Alhambra, Calif., labora- 
tory, reports a heavy infestation of the pea aphis on alfalfa in the vicinity 


of Chino and San Bernardino, Calif, LExperiments for the control of this 
insect. with calcium cyanide are now being conducted in cooperation with 
C. M. Packard of Cereal and Forage Insect investigations, 


BEE CULTURE INVESTIGATIONS 
E. F. Phillips, Apiculturist in Charge 


BE, F, Phillips attended the annual meeting of the Ohio State B dasa hs 
Association held at the Chic State University, Columbus, on February 7 and § 
and the following week attended.a special series of neatnee for beekeepers 
held by Purdue University, Lafayette, Ind. While in Lafayette Doctor Phillips 
spoke before the monthly meeting of the extension staff of the University. 


rd. I. Hambleton attended the two series of meetings held by the Univer- 
sity of Illinois, one at Carbondale February 20 and 21 and the next at DeKalb 
February ece.and 23. 


E. be Sechrist attended a series of annual meetings of the State Beekeepers! 
Association in Tennessee, Arkansas, Kansas, and Missouri, beginning on Feb- 
ruary 1. 


R. B. Willson, a cooperative appointee of the Ree Culture office, spoke 
the evening of February 27 over the radio troadcasting station WEAF, Nes York, 
on the uses of honey. 


FOREST INSECT INVESTIGATIONS 
F, ©. Craighead, Entomologist in Charge 


Dr. Craighead spent a fev days in early February at the Appalachian Forest 
Experiment Station, Asheville, N.C. The need for entomological work in connection 
with the investigations of this station were very apparent, particularly in con- 
nection with studies of fire injury where a decision as to what part insects 
play in causing the death of scorched trees is essential. 


Dr. T. BE. Snyder spent the month of February in Panama and the Canal 
Zone where he established a series of cooverative experiments with several 
wood=-using industries in testing the effects of various preservative treatments 
against termites. It has been found that results secured at East Falls Church, 
Va., can not be relied upon for these tropical species. J. Zetek, of the 
section of Fruit Insect Investigations, has given Dr, Snyder valuable assistance. 


During the last week in February Dr. M, W. Blackman, Dr. S. A. Graham, 
and H, B. Peirson came to Washington to Pelion #08 for future investigations 


the more important eastern forest insscts.’ Dr. Blacianan algo. 

ys -orking vith the scolytid col lection. vr, Graham will: concen= 
ntions on the jack pine sa-fly defoliations in Minnesota and 

in this coming summer. It has developed that this infestation is much 

more extensive than was at first reported and in many places blocks of timber 
covering entire townships are dead. Mr, Peirson is planning to devote his 
attentions largely to tne spruce budvorm this summer. be is nov working up 
some deta to show the loss of yield on those trees ‘hich’ vere not killed during 
the late epidemic, 


Field activities | are beginning in the West. J. M. Miller and his associa 
have. been working on the San Joaquin Exverimental Project, Calif., and already 
some trees have been treated, + va 


Dr. H. ©. Burke reports on a field trip to Pacific Grove, Calif., where 
the. Monterey: pines are being severely injured. by a savily SS cee He has. 
sent in a sumrary of all the research problems under way in the ¥ Hest) which 
Will de compiled vith that for the Hast to show the activi bile of the section: 
@s 2 whole, 

F. P, Keen has been devoting much of his time recently to a summary of 
all the preceding exverimental vork of the section on the slash problem, It 
is hoped that this general statement will be ready for publication before 
long and that it will be of much value to foresters’ and lumbermen. “It’is 
surprising to note the uniformity of opinion of all the forest entomologists 
in the States on the entomological aspects of slash disposal. Apparently 
there is little evidence that this material acts as a serious menace from the 
insect standpoint. - 


J. E. Patterson has submitted a final report on the Antelope Creek 
Project in Oregon. This work has been continued for three years, and as 
logging operations accompanied control a great part of the treated material 
could be utilized. An epidemic infestation has been reduced to normal at 
very little cost and a great saving, illustrating in a striking vay how 
effective a combination of control and lumbering is ain ‘Peducing the bark- 
beetle menace, . 


J. C,. Evenden reports results on a control praject in lodgepole pine — 
in the Helena National Forest, Mont. Ninety-four per cent reduction of 
infestation was segpiee while on the check area a Resse eer increase yee noted, 


R. A. St. George has been. gathering data on the annual loss: of crude 
forest products in the Southeastern States oy means of questionnaires sent to 
all the lumber and manufacturing concerns. Many replies have been of baer 
detail and interest and tend to indicate ‘that these losses are consid oReaiaas 
higher than previous estimates of the section indicated. 


Dr. A, G, ‘Boving from time to time has been translat ving the more im- 
portant of Dr, Ivar Trigardh's pepers on forest entomology. Since these dre 
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Williem Midcleton reports that corre spondence on insects attacking 
snade trees and hardy shzubs hes begun to assume spring prop ane ons. Mr. 
Middleton would be very giad to hear from offices and field stations of the 
various branches of the Bureau concerning their general or stan Pater obser- 
vations on she comparative susceptibility to or immunity from insect attack 
of the various shade trees common in tneir section. 


SOUTHERN FIELD=CROP iNSECT INVESTIGATIONS 
J. lL. Webb, Entomologist Acting in Charge 


Col. Clarence Ousley, Secretary and Director of Activities of the 
National Boll Weevil Control Association, visited the laboratory at Tallu- 
lah, La., on February 10. 

Jd. N. Tenhet returned from the Clarksville Laboratory to Quincy, Fla., 
February el, 


L. L. Janes, of the Burcau of Agricultural Economics, cooperating with 
E. Hollovay and Ww. EH, Hailey of the Bureau of Bntomolozy, estimates the 
normal loss to sugar cane in Louisiane due to the sugar~-cane moth borer to be 
570 pounds of sugar per acre, The loss for 1922 is estimated at 510 vounds, 
and for 1923 at 690 pounds, ‘The borer is BSEBo? Sue for gimilar damage in 
Florida, Mississippi, and Texas, and it also seriously injures corn, broom corn, 
Kafir corn, etc. 


N. G. Wessels, a student of the Government of the Union of South 
Africa, spent several weeks during January and February visiting the Bureau 
laboratories at Dallas, Uvdlde, and Sonora, Tex,, in connection vith his 
study of Angora gost production in this country. He also spent a fer days 
Washington just prior to sailing for England. Mr. Wessels is a student of 
Dr. R. O. Wohl who is entomologist at the Grootfontein Scnool of Agriculture, 
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Middleburg, Cape, and visited this country some two years 2206 
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J. W. Ingram, who vas in Washington at the beginning of the month, has 
returned to his een at Crovley, Le. 


STOREND—PRODUCT INSECT INVESTIGATION: 
B. A. Back, Entomologist.in Charge 


E. A, Vaughan has been transferred from Thomasville, Ga., to general 
grain pest investigat tions at Orlando, Flae 
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. A. Back spent the month of October in the field. 
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on official business. 


R. T. Cotton spent several days during December at Orlando, Fla., 


training under 
sn reappointed 


Mrs. -Sibyl Betts Svwegman, after a perioi of adven 
Brodel, the well-known illustrator of Johns Honkins, hi 
as artist. 
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J. C. Bridwell, formerly associated with this office and recently con 
timing his work uvon the classification of Bruchidae, ale baat: a position 
at Columbia University as Lecturer in Extension Entomology 


EH. A. Back was seubpoened to appear on February ig and 19 as e witness 
in the Superior Court of Baisimore in connection with an explosion occurring 
on board a grain boat during August, 1923, following the application of 
carbon disulphide. \ 


MISCELIANEOUS INVESTIGATIONS — 
(Items from the National Museum contribcted by S. A. Rohwer) 


The Museum has recently regen 79 specimens of Palearctic cynipids in 
exchange with the Zoological Museum, Vienna, Austrie. This exchange has been 
arranged through the Sees Gorter of L. H. Weld and the kindness of Dr. Franz 
Maidl. Most of the material comes from the Mayr collection. 


Carl Heinrich will leave Washington on March 2 for a month's trip to 
study types of Microlepidoptera and to consult various specialists. He Ox 
pects to go to the American Iuseum of Natural History, the Museum of Compare= 
tive aoe the National Museum of Canada, and also to visit the collections 
of Dr. Barnes, Decatur, Ill., and Miss Braun at Cincinnati. 


Included in the material recenti: received by the Museum for Dr. Dyar's 
examination were four new species of mosquitoes from. Colombia. These were 
forwarded by Mr, Lavrence H. Dunn of the Rockefeller Institute, National 
Board of Health, who is at present working as an inspector in the campaign 
against the yellow fever epidemic in Colombia. B25 1 


2 William A, Hoffman, from the School of Public Health, Johns Honkins 
lea spent several days at the imseum in studying blood~sucking flies, 
Mir, Hoffman was especially interested in members of the genus Culicoides and 
related forms, 8 


The iwlational iisevm has recently received its first-lot of Diptera | 
from Greenland. This material was received as an ©3 xchange from the Zoological 
Museum in Denmark, and revresents 80 of the named flies from this island. 
Flies are the most abundant insects in the Par North, the order Diptera 
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being represented in Greenland by 138 species, while the Coleoptera are repre- 
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Hushime Murayama is spending several weeks at the Division cf Insects 


making drawings, chiefly of butterflies 
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